
response to the overthrusting of the Apulian continental aust 10 the west Md then 
unconloflnably oV$flain by sediments of the Mesa-Hellenic Trough. 

Compressional reactivation 01 the western m81gin of the Meso-Hellenic Trough 
occurred in the Late Tertiary but did not affect the Krania Basin. 

Field-relations suggest that the KrMia Basin is M unusual type of piggy-back basin 
formed as a consequence of inlermontane collapse on the active Pindos thrust-sheer. 
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In Greece stones has been used as construction matelials for over 25 centuries 
(from 7th c., B.C.). 

During this time considerable experience has been gained oonceming the technical 
behaviour and the properties of the rodts in the greek: teritory. In this paper agroup 01 
rocks with the commercial name "E'eftheroupolis Schists" (sdlistolithos) is examined. 
These rocks 81e used in construction industry as rooling and decoration plates, Md as 
paving pJates on pedestriM paths, road pavements, public sqU818S, etc. lithologically 
the rodts vary from mica Md green sdlists to sdlistose gneiss Md sdlistose granite. 
Geologically they belong to the lower lithostratigraphic group of the western, Rhodope 
massif whid"l is consisted 01 amphibolites, schists, gneisses, granites, marbles, etc. 

Sampling was made from lour locations between Eleftheroupolis and NikisiMi 
Villages. Blocks of the rock were carefully se4ected so that not to be fractured by 
blasting. From that blocks cylintrica! specimens were prep81ed with axes perpendicular 
to the weakness (sd\istoc:ity) planas. Specimens with axes parallel to schistocity were, 
unfortunately, tailling dUring preparation. 

The physical, minermogicalMd medlanicalproperties or the r()()(s were determined 
with various methods; their permeability, weatherability, san resistance, elc., were 
examined as well. 

From the resuhs obtained it was concluded that tfle rocks were schislose gneisses 
and not real schists, and thal they have a good 10 very good technical behaviour 
compared with lhe demands by the In\9mational Stand81ds, The samples from one site 
showed a titlIe IowElf stength, but not: t81 out. ollhe stendards limits. 
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