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In the latest Campanian • Maastrichtian interval inoceramid and pectinid species 
have been used or can be used as index fossils. 

Among the inoceramids, Trochoceramus species are restnded to the lalesl Cam
pan\an • Lower Maastrichtian interval, and the individual species &fS shorter lived. 
Similary the monospecffic genera Spyridoceramus and TenuipteriiJ can be used thus 
for recognising different Maastrichtian zones. 

Among the pectinids Merklinia palassooj (LEYMERIE, 1851) (- Pecten catalaunicus 
VIDAL, 1921 - P. peromarus COTIREAU, 1922) is indicative for the Lower Maaslrich
tian from Cuba to Oman; Microchfamys a.euteplicata (ALTH. 1850) is indicative for the 
Upper Maastrichtian from Maastric:ht to the Middle Est. 

The geographical distribution of the taxa from lower Cretaceous strata is dearly 
either temperate of Tethyan, possibly indicating distributions mainly by occur in both 
realms and their distributions are probably along latitudinal currents. 
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In the area where Guido Stache has established the Ubumian FOlmation, Upper 
Cretaceous (Maastrichtian) and PaIeocene beds are outcropping. According 10 Stache, 
the Uburnian Formation represented the transition between marine Cretaceous beds 
and marine beds COf"Ilaining foraminifera CC the genus Alv9Olina. The strata are 
charaetenled by numerous oscillations of sea level and by abundant environmental 
changes. Based on the observations in coal piIs- among them those between Upica 
and Vremski Britot- Stache recorded sections continuously passing the Cretaceous I 
Tertiary boundary. These observations were COf"Ifirmed by later researchers. 

Changes between marine assemblages and those 01 brackish and freshwater origin 
with characeans and lagynophores ocaJr further to the south, dose to lonner land 
areas. 
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