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Aterrene mep of the western Mesozoic/T ertiary Alpine-Himalayan Beit (AHB), Betic
cordillera to Iran, is in an edvanced stage of preparation. The map displays age and
nature of basemant units which ere inciuded in the Aipine belt and time of succesive
accretion end amalgamation of these units which now forms the Alpine belt. Basement
units of adjacent cratons are included to get information where intra-Alpine basement
terranas come from. The following conclusions mey be drawn frem the preliminary draft
of the map:

Cadomian/Baikalian/Pansfrican basement units ere widespread in the Alpine-Hima-
layan belt. These units include ophiolites and island arc sequences which indicate an
apparently continuous late Proterozoic mobile belt which is also cbvipus from increasing
thickness by Riphaean deposits along southem end southwestem margin of Laurussia,
The late Proterozoic basement of the AHB apparently links Panafrican units of
Arabie/Atfrica with Cadomia ol westem Europa and Baikalides of Siberia. This belt has
been later dispersed by Variscan/Alpine displacement.

Terranes from the southemn margin of the AHB include in part passive continental
margin sequances of Cambrian, in part such of Silurian/Devonian age. Both sequences
often postdate Cadomian basement.

Terranes which are situated in the northem parnt of the AHB heve been accreted
during successive stages of Ordovician and middle Devonian. All tagether, these
tarranes may indicate a middie Palasozoic passive continental margin system south of
the later Laurussian margin. Often occuring Ordovician magmatic and matamorphic
complexes suggest a widespread collision-type event which happened during this time.

All these terranas have been accreted in western part of tha AHB by continent-con-
tinent plate collision during Variscan times. The Variscan tactonothermal overprint
looses the importance from west to east, combined with domains which remained open
until Mesozoic times. The entire AHB is overprinted by etfects of obligue opening and
closure of the Mesozoic Tethys which led to dispersion of previcusly accreted terranes,

All data indicate that the westemn part of the AHB has been a Padlfic-lype modile
belt since late Proterazoic times.
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