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PROLOGUE

The Bulletin XXIV of the Geological Society of Greece contains the papers of the 9" International Con-
gress of the Society. The five volumes of the bulletin cover the whole spectrum of Earth Sciences with new
information and findings from basic research as well as applied issues. The response of geoscientists from Greece
and many other countries has been impressive. A total of 248 papers are included in the Proceedings, half of
which are in English, giving, thus, the possibility for a wider use of the Bulletin worldwide. All papers were
subjected to the scrutiny of reviewers following the international standards, applied by all reputed journals. The
Organizing Committee expresses special thanks for the valuable contribution of the reviewers for their assist-
ance in producing high quality proceedings.

A considerable number of papers deals with the geology of other countries in the Balkans and our next
congress could considerably contribute on this issue by putting its emphasis on this region of Europe.

In the 9" International Congress, key note lectures preceed the thematic sessions with the goal to present a
critical review on a main topic or to present findings of particular interest. A sixth volume will include the papers
from these keynote lectures and will be published soon after the Congress takes place. We are deeply thankful
for the contribution of the key lecturers.

In this Congress, special emphasis is given to the contribution of Geosciences to a nation’s Development.
Special presentations are scheduled on this contribution focusing on the investigation and exploitation of natu-
ral resources, on the protection from natural hazards and on the design and construction of infrastructure works
in Greece.

Warm thanks are finally addressed to all my colleagues of the Organizing Committee for our excellent and
efficient collaboration. To all supporters and sponsors we are truly grateful.

Paul G. Marinos
President

of the Organizing Committee

Athens, 3 September 2001
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