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Α new late Miocene mammal locality trom the lower Axios valley (Macedonia. Greece) 
round οπ Seplember 1989, gave us Ihe tace wίth the maxilla of a hominoid prImate. The 
locality is named «Xirochori-1J (ΧΙΑ) and situaled into Nea Mesimvria Formation; it ί! dated 
back 10 laIe Vallesian, 9-10 myr. 

Miocene hominoid meIerial is very scarce. The eaι1y Miocene skull ΟΙ Proconsulsfrics
nus Irom Rusinge (Kenya. early Miocene) Is the most compleIe specimen. Qther significanl 
remains are a maxilla wittι the lower anlerior pan ollhe Iace ΟΙ Proconsul nyanzae from 
Rusinga. a maxilla wittι complete dentition trom Morolo (Ugsnda, middle Miocene?). crus
hed skulls rrOm Lureng (China, late Miocene). a maxilla wίth ttιθ lower pan ΟΙ ttιθ face trom 
Yessoren (Turkey, late Miocene), a maxilla wίIh the Iower pan ΟΙ the face trom Αινίη de la 
Ρlυίθ (Mecedonia. Greece, late Miocene). end a reasonably complete lace wIth maxilIa and 
mendibles from Potwar plateau (Pakistan. late Miocene) referred 10 Sivspithecus indicus. 
The new specimen Is a Ouranσpithecus macedorιiensis BONIS & MELENTlS 19Π adult 
male and consIsts ΟΙ the right pan ΟΙ the face wIth a portion οΙ Ihe Irontal, a ponion ΟΙ the 
lelt pan ΟΙ the lace and the maιι:ίlla with the complete dentition except the righl ),13. The 
characters of this new Ιιοο do ποι fit with ttιθ ones ΟΙ SivθPitfJecus ιΜ the pongids. They 
are more primi1ive and they are Plesiomorphic Ior Ihe recent hominid clade (Gorί/Is, Ριπ and 
Homo). The characters οι 1he dentiIion di"er morpholcιgically ιΜ metrically from those ΟΙ 

Ihe recent greaI apes and lίΙ better with Austrslopithecus afarensis. Ouranopithecus seems 
now the besl candidaIe Ιο be considered as the fOferunner οι the Plio-pleistocene Homini
nae (AuSfrslopithecus and Homo). 
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