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T 0N THE SPELEOLOGICAL
TERMINOLOGY

By J.Petrochilos
So far on one in Greece has cttenpted to piwe
the proper terminology to the conpaet crysial-
line mater,wich deposits itself in caves in the
Iora of stelactites,stalagmites and generully
in the fTorm of crusts on the walls &nd on other
Objects.
Eut =ince the Speleclogy,in order to mrogress 3
as accwrate ternminology,we would like to state
owr vievs on this mater,

In the Greeck seological tarminnlnfy end in con=
nection with :uterfuls deposited into others,

the musses of materials of &n irregular form,
wich are t0 be found in the eruptive rocky stra-
ta and ere conposed of vurious materials belon-
Eing to the rocky strata wich contains tvem,are
called navyxplsctcn (=%concretions),vhile mute~
rials wich are deposited in caverns o iun: the
cavities existing in the rocky strata by the run—
ning wuter,are called ndrexxploctLgnlapekrisis) (1)

The materials of staluctites and of other simi-
lar foras found in cuves are ihe result of & da-
position nade fronm clienical sediments of the wa-
ter,wich earries various solutions of rocky no~
teriels or of uny other similar old material in
the caves,

Consequently,if we have {0 comform wiih the abo=~-
Ve given CGreek terninology,the crystalline mate-
rizl inliuﬁstian deposited in the caves;shoud pe
eglled mdmpexxploetgm(apekrisis).but the wor d
nuréxxpletgme refers to the previously existing
Actter and not to the newly formed motter itself.

The word »Spelcothemn,suggested by the Americens

(2),made from the Greek wor leon R -
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s not sccuwrate{because the ward »Thema» in
Ancient Greek meons something deposited somewhe-
re for & certein purpose and not a sediment (3).

The international word mconcretiomn (in French(4)
and in Emglish (5) )ond the German equivalent
»Konkretidn» (6),representing the condensution of
the matter which becomes then & compact matter,
refers to the building.process and not to the re-
sult of it.

dlso the word nSipdern,lately used by the Austri-
un speleologists (7),is used in owr opinion also
for depositions built on cslecareous thelweégs in
the form of ditches (8). TEER

Consequentlysthe only word,wich ecn be rieal teérd
in this matter and wich is .derived from the Greek
language, from which seientific terms ape usuzlly
forned,is the word sAlewpun @athona) or rerniai—-
chldwpom (spileoclithome)wIt cen perhaps be used
in the internaticncl form of »Speleolithn.

- The word »Speleclith» srouosed as above can be
4ls0 easily used in piving various relative mea-
nings,such ss: »that the nurenxpleetcn (conereiis
ong) in caves &re building compaet speleolith (or
Speleolithoma) in the form of tctites etec.,
or cospulnted wpeleolith,such as the nS@peleogelan
(=Milk of cuves=llond-milch) etoe; firther | momr il —
ot Bupatonolnetcr (Speleolith-fornation) s PERTIALL O—

Abupat it Bine (95ele0lith-natier’) etce 4

ihere is snopher yord in Greek of n mining Sini-

. lap to the vord wConcretionw,nunely the word »afy-
pen (oegae),or senniatSenyuus (speleopepmi }",‘tiut"ir
cannot bte used as' e term for' deterniming the cry-

. stalline metter denosited in coves,exncetly for
the sane reascn for which the word nconcretion»

15 not eceurate.
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Yo.ouwr problem swe will be gald to eccept may o-

ther term more accurate than owrs.
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Interpreted by D.Oeconomides
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Enxi 8 ev "EAAGoL dxéun bbv bndpier Bpog,d &=
nolos V& mpuobioplry T8 xmuixd L 2figate, tod sove-
o1olbv tobg ampluntttug wol Acunbe avuadyowe pop
u&?,u{ SrnoTel’ suvamtbvrui evide thv sanAaloy npo—
telvetal | AELig mlGupmn ¥ sanavicAlwuasele v
tixerderacty nal v Efvav rciobrwy nSpeleothem,
ngcritiun,ﬁihaﬂrn,1& dnoTa biv dnobloouy nAflp we.
0 npldyua. \ _
Abtn S0vorur Pswg vh droboeR breovde pt Thyv AdELy
nSpelealithr.
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