AEATIO EAAHNIKHE YTTHAAIOAOTIKHE ETAIPEIAY, TOMOE XXI, 1993-1994
50 AIEONEX XYNEAPIO, AGHNA-KPHTH, 7-1§/11/1994 “ ANAIITYEH, EEEAI=H KAI [IEPIBAAAON LITHAAION ©

Address of the President of European Conference D. Delanghe,
Presented by

PHILIPPE BRUNET
Deputy president of the
French Federation of Speleology

First of all, I would like to excuse Mr. Delanghe, President of the French Federation
of Speleology, who could not come in Greece like he wished. Professional reasons
forces him to stay in France. This is why, I have the great pleasure to welcome you, on
behalf of the French Federation of Speleology.

I am very happy to be in Greece today, for the Sth International Congress of the
Hellenic Speleological Society, because your country and your history have always
been related to the caves.

Zeus escaped from hig terrible father Chronos by living his first year in Crete, in the
Idaion Andron. Later, the Minoan civilization used the caves as a religious place.
Therefore, I believe that the double “axe” of Crete is a stylish representation of a bat.
The labirynth of Knossos was certainly a cave. Later on, during the Ottoman invasion,
the caves offered a good protection, to the local population.

I had the chance to discover traces of anmcient Crete during several speleological
expeditions in the Idi Mountain, near Anogia village. There, with the cretian sheep
keepers I started to know and like Greece. I have slowly understood the needs of men.
Cave exploration showed me the evolution of this country. A long time ago, Crete was a
wooden country, rivers were running and various animals were living in the mountains.
Today, only the wet and dark entrance of the caves are the witnesses of this passed
period. Trees are growing and sometimes skeletal bones of disappeared animals are
discovered, like the deers or more recently the cricris.

Finally, a distillery, hidden in a deep cave indicates that at all periods man knows
how to escape from authority, particularly when it is foreign, and knows how to
continue his selected way of life.

Certainly, the Greek Ministry of Culture and Archaeology, and the Hellenic Society
of Speleology have discovered much more all over Greece, in the course of exploring
the numerous caves of the country.

All around the mediteranean, man has experienced a lack of water. Civilization
seems to require an ever increasing quantity of water for its needs, when the resources
are limited. This is why the underground world can be helpful for the human being and
this is the topic of the First European Conference on Sub-Surface water, the joint
project between French Federation of Speleology and Hellenic Society of Speleology.
This project is partially financed by the European Commission.

Water is rare and precious. Life needs water. It allows for the good development of
cities, humans and agriculture, all together. We, cavers, have to and can inform the
people from the surface, of the wealth and the fragility of the underground world-
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France like Greece is concerned for the use and protection of underground water.
Edouard Alfred Martel, showed a hundred years ago the relationship between caves,
underground rivers and springs in the French region of Causses. For that reason, in
order to preserve the quality of undergronnd water, a law forbids the littering of dead
an imals by farmers in caves.

Indeed, underground water is still and always will be fragile. Littering of nature

by humans with items such as plastic bags, metal cans and other forms of solid waste is
of course also forbiden but, happily, rare. But Limestone plates, although sparsely
populated, are nowadays occupied by small industries, animal farming and human
habitations
Away from human view, water runs, hidden. Humans, ignorant of the fact pollute it at
one area, while a little further away, other humans are in dire need of the same great
spring which will facilitate water utilization for their domestic requirements.
French Federation of Speleology have always fought for the preservation and for the
protection of the environment. Caverns must be protected. The public must become
aware of this. We must convince the public of this necessity and work to modify
attitudes accordingly.

In 1994, our Federation hag received from the French Government a special
official status as regards speleological activity.

This status now makes French Federation of Speleology the official agency
responsible for exploration of all natural caves in France. This status gives us not only
rights but even more, the responsibility to determine the regulations for cave
exploration.

As is natural, we have chosen to emphasize the cultural and environmental
aspect of the caves. This is why the Federation participates in a Commission of the
French Ministry of Culture which is responsible for the preservation of caves with
prehistoric painted frescoes.

More recently, we have established, with the collaboration of the French
Ministry of the Environment, another Intra-Ministerial Commission for Sport and
Environment. The objective of this Commission is to show that the intellectual
development of adolescents and young persons in general, can be achieved by athletic
activities. However at the same time these athletic activities should not damage the
environment.

Even further, by controlled administration through a continued study of nature,
we can restore degraded areas and we can effect preventive measures even before the
threat of destructions becomes evident.

The European project about the development, the use and the protection of
underground water, that was proposed by the Hellenic Speleological Society,
immediately seduced us. We had to participate.

Even if the budget, and therefore the project, was reduced because of the
hazards of the European Community economy, the opportunity of a first conference
and a brochure about cave environment existed. Athens was welcoming us and we came.
We have to express a simple message.

Sub-surface environment evolution and protection is the aim of this congress
and X wish to thank Mr. Dermitzakis and Hellenic Speleological Society of organizing
and associating the French Federation of Speleology to this project.

The number and the quality of the communications and congressists show the interest
and the success of this meeting.
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KXapetiopndc tov Ilpoédpov t1ng Evponaikng Aidoxkeyng D. Delanghe
AT TOV

PHILIPPE BRUNET
Avaninpoti poedpo tng
TaiAikng Sxniaioroyikng Opoosnovdiag

Kvpisg xa1 Kvpror Lovedpor,

Ipdtae and O6Aa, da fi0sha va Sixailodoynom® tTov k. Delanghe, IIpoeSpo tng
TaAlixig ZxnAaioAdoyikiis Opoomovdiag, o omolog Ssv unopodos va £pBst otnv
EAMGSa, dSnw¢ emBopodcs. Erayysipatikotl Adyol tov avayxd{ovv va napGusivel oty
FaAiie. T avtd, £xo syd tn peyddsn svyapictnon va sag xaA®coPio®d sk REPOLS TG
Fallk1i¢ Exnlaioroyikig Opoanovdiag.

Eipar noAd svtoyiic wov Ppioxouar atnv EALG3a ofuepa yia to So Agbvég
TovEdplo Tng EAANVikAG Ernlaroroyixig Brawiag, yiati 1600 1 1dpa cag So0 xat n
1070pia 6a¢ NTAVE TAVIA CLGYETICNEVEG UE 1@ aRnAdla.

O Zsd¢ Spanérevoe and tov tpopspd matépa tov tov Kpdvo, {dvtag t0 npdto
é1og tn¢ LmNg Tov oty Kprity, 670 ISaiov Avipov. ApyStepa, 0 Miveoiksg TOMTIONOG
ypnoiponoloVos Ta oxfiaia Y1 OpnoKevTiKolg Adyovs. It avtTd MatEd® 411 0 “S1TAGG
nEAskLS” 1N Kpitng sivar pia otviilapiopvn mapovaiacn plag vuygtepidag. O
AaBipivbog tng Kvoood nrave aocpariag fva ornniato. Kat axdun apydtepa, xatd n
Siapxsia 1n¢ OBwpavikiig xatoxhsg, T@ cRRAMA TpoctPepav ia Kalfy npostasia otov
Tomxé xAnBLoNS.

Mpocmmxa cixe tnv evkapia vo avaxaeidyo ixvy axd v apyaia Kpith xatd
1 Sidpxela S1dQopOV CRNACIOAOYIKDOV AXOGTOA®V 010 Pouvvd 181, xovid ato YLPLd
Avdyeia. Exsi, xovtd atovg Kpnteg Booxots, Gpyica va yvepilo xat va ayand tnyv
EAAGSa. Tiyd o1yd Gpyica va xatelafaiveo xai 11§ aviyxsg tov aviporov. H
sfepsbvnon tov onniaiov, pov 88t v e€éAén auvrig TvE wmeproxng. Ipw and
ToAAG gpévia 1 Kpritn ftav dacddng nepioxn motdura £ppeav xail torrd {da {ovaeav
asta Bouvé ng. Ihpepa uévo o vypéc xal oxotsvég gicodor tav onniainv uévouv
udpTUPES avTHS NG malaldtspng nEP1OSov. AEvipa QUIPOVOLY Kal, UEPIKES QOpEG,
avakaAvnIovial kokkala aokeAET®OV arnd {da nov Exovy sfapavicrst, Snng Ta EAGPI
Kai mo npéoearta Ta Kpi-xpt.

Térog, Eva anootakTNplo kxpoppévo Badd o Eva onihaio, Seixver 611 oE dAEC T1¢
neptddoug, o AvOpmrog NEEps va anogsvyel tnv séovata, 1Saitepa Stav Nrav Efvn, xar
yvopile Tmg va ouveyicstl Tov smAeypuévo Tpéno Lmfig Tov.

BeBaing, To EAAnvikoe Yrovpyeio Molitiouod xat Apyatoroyiag xat n EAlnvikeg
Trniaoioyixy Etaipia, éxovv avaxaidyer oAb nepiccedtepa os OAn tnv EAAdSa,
xatd tn Sidpkeia tng Six1g Tovg sEepedvnong Tov TAROOLE TV oXnAaioV THG LdpaS.

Tg 6An 1NV mepoxn NG Msecoyeiov, o avlpenog Sxer vroPépst and EAAELWN
vepot. O mOAlTIONOG spgavifetar va axeitsi pia avnpivny mosdtnta vepod yia Tig
avayxeg zou, dtav o1 v8AtIvol wopot sival weplopiapnévor. T avtd 1o Aéyo, 0 K6oROG
oL VRESAPOLE, uRopPsl va Bondicer diaitepa 10 avdpdmvo YEvog xai avtd Eivai
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10 8pa TOL EPpdTOL Evpw=raixod Xuvedpiov yie ta vrdysiwa Gdaza, 70 xoivd £pyo
petatd g Tallkig Ianicwodoyikig Opoomovdiag xov g EAANVIKHG
Exniaioroyikils Etaipiag. To épyo avtd suvyypnpatodoteitar and tnv Evponaixni
Emtponi.

To vepd sival moAbTo xat onavio. H [ anaitel vepd. Emrpénst tnv ocwotn
avantoln Tov Tolemv, TOV avipdROV KA1 TNE aYpoTIKiG Spactnpiétnrag, 6Aa pall.
Eusic o1 onnAQloA6Y0L, RPEREL XAl pROPOVYUE, VE RANPOPOPNCOLRE TOUG GVBPAROLG TNG
ERPAVEIAS Y1a TOV KAOVTO Kal TNV svatadnaia tov xdopov Tov VRESGPOLC.

H I'eAiia énmg xal n EAAGSa, §xe1 18aitepo evSiagpépov via tn xpRon kat tnv
npootasia 1OV Vroyeiov vdatwv. O Edouard Alfred Martel, £8s18s npiv exatd gpéwvia,
Tn ayéon n omoia vrdpyxsl ueteld onnriaiov, VROYEIOV NOTARDV KGL ANYDV, OIN
Taiiix1} neproxn 1ng Causses. I’ avtd 1o Adyo, xail Apoxeipévon va StatnpHoovpe TNV
TOIGTNTA TV LEOYEIOV LEATOYV, VA VOROS anayopsdel TN piraven ke vexpa {da and
Tovg aypodTsg o1@ anniala.

Hpdypat ta vrdyeia Bdara, eival xat Gvta Ba sival sbbpavera.

H pérovon tng Pbong and 1o0vg avepAROVE NE VAIKG 010G RAGCTIKEG SUXOVAEG,
BNETAAAIXE xouTid xav aila &idén otepsdv anopAfitev, sivar BeBaia anayopsvpéva
aAAd cotLyd¢ amGvia. AAAG o1 aoBeotoibixég nAhdxsg, av xar sivar apad
xatouknuéveg, £xoov aTg nNuspeq pag xataingbei andé uwikpég Bopnyavieg,
xinvotpogikés Spaatnpidtnisg, xaiiifpyleg xat avipdmveg xatowkieg.Makplé and
TV patid tov avpdrou 1o vepd tpéxst kpoppévo. Gt dvBponol ayvodviag 1o yeyovdg,
poAlbvouv pia mEpoxM, 6vd, Alyo x1o paxpia kdnotot dAiol dvoponol £xovv LTIk
avayxn ané v idia nnyn, n onoia Ba SisvkoAbvel 1n gpron, Yia THV KAALYY TOV
avaykov 1Tovg.

H eAlx1n Irniaioroyiky Opoorovdia, ndvta payetat yia tny Siatipnon xai
TRV wpootacia tou mepipailovios. Ta onnAiaix rpéner va mpootatevbodv. To ko1vd
npénel va evatodnronoindel os avtd 1o 8épa. Epcig npénst va neicovue 10 xo1vd y1’
avTiy TNV avayxaiéinte xal va SovAEWoLHE Y@ TNV AVAAOYR TPOSAPUHOYRH TNG
SULREPLPOPESG TOVG.

To 1994, otnv Opoonovdia pa¢ amoveptidnke and tnv Faidikrn KvBépvnon, n
Wdtnta tov E1dikod snionuov Popéa CYETIXE UE TN onRNAGLOAOYIKY Spastnpidtnta.
Me 10 xabeotddg autd, n Tallikn Imxnlaioroyiki Opoomovdia sivar ofpepa o
vrevbvvog popéag, Yo TNV efepedvnan Shov tov Quoikdv orniaiov tng I'ediiag.
Avtq 1 W80 tnta pag Sivel, Oyt pdvo Sikaidpata, aiid moAd weproagdTEpO, TNV
VrOYPE®CN va xaBOoPIGOLHE TOUG XavovicpoUg Yia tnv s€gpedvion TV onmiaiov.
One¢ sivar puoikd smiréfape va Sdoovpe Eppaocn oTNV  ROAITIOTIKY KAl
nepiBaiioviiky RASLPE TOV SnMAcioV. Adté¢ sivar o Adyo¢ mov n Opoocmovdia
GUPRETEYLEL O EMTPORT tov T'alAiikold Ymovpysiov HoAitiopov, mov eivar vreBOLVN
Y@ TRV RPooTasia 1OV oRNAAI®V ps Tpoictopikéc wypagiopdveg ansikovioeg.Iho
npéopata, ME 1INV ovvepyacsia tov TalAiixod Ynrovpysiov Mepipdaiiovrog
CUYKPOTAGANE MG GAAM Si-vmovpyikH EMTPORT Y zTov AGAnTIoNd xair to
TlepiBaiiov. O 81610g autii¢ Tng emTpons sivan va xaradsifel 611 n nvevpatTiKn
avantuén TV M@V XAl ToV VEOV avBpOTOV YEVIKE, Uropel va RpayuatonotnBel ue
abAntikéc Spactnpiétntes. Tavtdypova avtég o1 adintikés SpaotnpLdTnTes npénst va
nnv {nuudvouy to nepiBaiiov.

AXOpBa REPLGGOTEPO, HE TNV EAEYYOUEVY Srayeipion, HEG® SLVEYOLG HEAETNG TNG
PUONG, UROPOVUE VA ERAVAPEPOLUE CGIMV UPYIKT TOVE KaTGotacn ovrofadulopéveg
REPLOYEG, K1 pmOpodps va mapovpe pétpa mpoctaciag moAd wpwv o xivduvog ng
xatastpoPig yivel aientds. To Evponaikd oxédio yia tnv avdaxtoén, ypron xat tnv
TPOCTACIE TOV LROYEI®GV LEGTGOY, TOL TPoTadnKs and tnv EAAnvikn Exnlaioloyixi
Etrapeia, pag cvyxivnes apsons. Eixaps kabfkov va avppstdorovps. Axdpn ket dtav
o mpobroroyionds xar avtistorya 1o oxédio, mEplopictnks and Tn otevétnia TNg
Evporaixng Oikovopiag, mapépeve 1 svkaipia yia pia xpdtn  Aldokeyn kau éva
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£viono oyETIKA pe To onnAaioioyiké mepifdilov. H Afiva uag xaiooodpile kai
fpbaps. Exovue va Siatuvndoovpus axid pnvipata.

H sféliln xair npostacia tov 7wepifdilovtos tov uvreddgovg sivar oxondg
avto’ tov Tovedpiov kar smboud va sogapisTio® Tov K. Agppit{dxn kat Tnv
EAANVIKY IxnAawodoyixn Etawie, yie v opydvoon xai tn ocvvepyasia pe tnv
Taliikn EInRnicioroyixyy Opoorovdia, os avtd 10 pyo. Téso 1o nAnbog 600 xar T
TO10TNTE TOV AVOKOIVOSENV KAl TAV OuVvESpOV, kKatadeixviovv 10 evSiapépov xal
TV erITLYIa QLTHS TNE SVVEVINONG.
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