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OI NYXTEPIAEYX XTA EAAHNIKA XITHAAIA
Axb tov

A. AETAKH

LYNOYH

Ta oxGAaic LPNOLHOTOIOVVEIGL and Tig VOYTEPIdec T mia peydin zmowualio
Spactnptotitov. IloAdd &idn ta ypnoipomotovy yia 7TovAdyieTov REPOS TG
Swaxeipaveng tove. Exiong ypnoipomoiovviar  @c  xodpor  {evyapdpartog,
ovanapeymync, avadpeyne Tov pixpdyv xar Siavoxtépevonc.

Trqv BALGSa éyxovv avagepbel péxpt onuspa 27 sidn voyrepidov. And avrtég, ov
REPLOGOTEPEG NEPVOLY éva peydio pépog NG Long Tovg péca oe orfAaia xar Giieg
xapoTikée popeéc. Avetoyde, n peréty tov voytepidav otnv EALdda fpiokerar oe
moAS yapnAd sxizsdo ka1 eAdyiator EAAnveg epevvntéc £xovv acyoindei pali toug.
Etot yvopilovpe mold Alya mpéypata yia tnv eédximoen tovg, tn Blodoyia tovg, Tnv
KATECTAAN TOV TANOVORAV KoL TOUE K1VEOVOLS ®ov Tig aneihobyv. Méyxpr anpepa €xet
avagspbei oTnv emotnuovixy PifAloypagia n rapovsia vuytepidav aoe ravo axd 40
onniaia mov Pplowxovrar Siecxapufva ce 6An tmv EArddac. Onwednixote Spme o
ap1Bpde avtdc mpénel va eivat noAd peyaivtepoc xaddg dev éxovv e&epevvndei and
Blooxniaioroyikn dxoyn KoAAd crnAGia.

O vuyTEPIBEG mOL YpNOIROROIOBY Ta CANAGIC AREIAOHVIAL GRS |ia GEWPA KivEOvov
mov wpoépyovral and avipdmves dpactnpiétntes. H apbnvion toug xotd t Sidpkeia
e Swaysipavong avidver tov xivBuvo 1ng ardisiag svépyeiag n onoia 8o eivai
aropainn yia 1o Lewpdva. O TANPNC AROKAEIGROS TOV ELCOSMV toV ornAaiov dev
emLTPENEL OTIC VUYTEPISEG VA YPMOIROROINAOLY TOVS YMdpove aviovc. H ygpnon tev
ornlaiov ©¢ Toipviootdola, Y& ApocmPV  Siapovy, Yo mapartetapéves
aprororoixée xor GAAs¢ avackagéc aild ko1 1 aARPOYPERUETIGTH TOVPLOTIKY
EXPETAAAEVON KOl 0 §VIOVOS GATICRAE EVOYAODY TIG VOYTEPISES xau Ti¢ avayxdlovy
va avalninoovy Katapbylo os GAieg &yt 1600 katdAiniec tonmobesiec. H sviloyn
eniong voytepidov yia Sidgopes xpnoeis £xer o¢ axoréiecpa tn peioen ToOV
TANOVSUAY TOVC.

H 1tpnon Xaroiov Kavovoyv CUpTEpLeopds péaa 6ta onfAdia, o oastog GYLESIaoNC
TOV aviporivoy Spactnplotftay, n kataypaet] xat 1 peAétn tav sAnduvoudv Tov
vygtepidmv ata sAANVIKG ornAdia kal 1) svnuépaon tov xotvod yipw and 31 onpacia
xa1 Ta xpofAnpatd tovg eival pepixd axd ta aveyxaic pétpo nov npéner va Angbobvyv
aueca yia 1 Srotnpnon oVTOV TOV 1660 sNUAVIIKAV [BoOV.

* Bats in Greek caves.

** A. Legakis, Zoological Museum, Dept. of Biology, Univ. of Athens, Panepistimioupolis, 157
84 Athens.
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ABSTRACT

Caves are used by bats for a variety of reasons. Many species use them for at least part
of their hibernation period. They are also used for breeding, as mating roosts, for
rearing of the young or as night roosts.

In Greece, 27 species have been recorded so far. Most of them spend a large part of
their lives inside caves and other karstic formations. Unfortunately, the study of bats
in Greece ia very underdeveloped and very few greek researchers have been involved
with it. Therefore, we know very few things about their distribution, their biology,
the status of their populations and the threats against them. So far, from the survey of
the scientific literature we know the presence of bats from more than 40 caves
digtributed all over Greece. However, the real number must be much higher because
most of the caves of Greece have not been studied from the biospeleological point of
view.

The bats that use caves are threatened from a number of human activities. Their
awakening during hibernation increases the risk of fat reserves running out befors the
winter is over. The complete blocking of cave entrances does allow bais to enter and
use them. The use of caves as stables, as habitations, for long-term archeological and
other excavations, and the unplanned tourist exploitation and lighting distarb bats and
force them to seek out new and perhaps not so suitable refuges. The collection of bats
for various uses may result in the diminishing of their populations.

The observation of certain rules inside caves, the correct planning of human activities,
the surveying and study of bat populations in greek caves and the raising of public
awareness are a number of necessary measures that must be taken to ensure the
conservation of these animals.
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