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MEPIAHWH

H ZuvBrikn tou Maaotpir avagéperal o oplopeva Bépara nmou £xouv IBLAITEPO
evdlapepov yia tnv ermotun me Newypagiag, onwg n npootacia Tou NepBArovTog
Kat n avaBasuon g nolotnTag Tou, N dnpoupyia dieupwnaikwy SIKTuwy evepyeiag
Kal HETA@OPWY, N avartull) Twv HELOVEKTOUVTWY TIEploxwv Tng Kowvomrag, n kata-
YPapn Twv UKWV dtabeoipwy kal n xwpota&ia.

H epyaoia aum avagépsetal ota avaloya apdpa g Zuvenkng, uall Ye pa ava-
Ppopd onuacia Toug yia v Newypagia.

ABSTRACT

Various aspects of the Maastricht Treaty highlight several issues of geographical
interest: preservation of the environment and upgrading of its quality, establishment of
transeuropean networks in energy and transport, development of the less- favoured
areas, assessment of natural resources and regional planning. The relevant articles
of theTreaty are referred to, along with a short critical examination of their
geographical importance.

1.Introduction.

The literature concerning each country’'s position within the Treaty's definitions
is quite extensive; particularly in the fields of the economic and political
integration. Despite the endless debates on the subject, the envircnmental and
regional aspects of the Treaty could by far be considered as adequately
analysed (in fact, one has the feeling that they are almost neglected).

2. The end of the E.E.C.

Three main fields concentrat the geographical interest predominantly:

a} environment, b) regional development, c) scciocultural issues. However , these
aspects might look secondary in view of the prospective modification of the
name of the European Economic Community established after the Treaty of
Rome. By virtue of the Maastricht Treaty (title 2), the term “E.E.C." should be
replaced by the term “European Community™ { E.C.) henceforth (titre 2 ): "Dispositions
portant modification du Traite, instituant la Communaute Economique Européenne
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Traité, les termes Communauté Economique Européenne sont remplacés par les
termes Communauté Européenne”. Therefore, a major reconsideration is the
ommission of the middle “E", representing the creation of a single geographical
space regardless of its concommitant economical functions.

3. Geography and the Maastricht Treaty.

A strong regicnal view is expressed within the Treaty that is very likely to
influence all aspects of private and public activities in the future. The regionalisation of
the European member states constitutes a means and an aim itself: a means a
balanced regional development and anaim tha would facilitate other sociceconomic
objectives to be carried out.

1) Sociocultural issues: The Treaty’s intentions are expressed in the problems
related to the regional and national diversities in cultural issues as well as in
respect to the less-favored and (or) rural areas.: Titre 9, art.128: “ La Comunaute
contribue a I' épannouissement des cultures des Etats membres dans le respect de
leur diversité nationale et regionale, tout en mettant en evidence |I' héritage culturel
commun”, Titre 14, art 130A: "La Communauté vise a reduire |' écart entre les niveaux
de developpement des diverses regions et le rétard des regions les moins
favorisés y compris les zones rurales”.

2) The Treaty expresses a strong concern about environmental issues, namely the
following :

a) Environmental preservation: T.16, art.130R: “La politique de la Communauté
dans le domaine de I’ énvironnement contribue a la poursuite des objectifs
suivants: la preservation, la protection el I' amelioration de la qualité de I
énvironnement, |" utilization prudente et rationelle des ressources naturelles, la
promotion, sur le plan international, de mesures destinées a faire face aux
problémes regionaux ou planétaires de I' énvironnement”.

b) Water management : T.16, art.130S: " ...les mésures concernant [
aménagement du térritoire, |' affectation des sols, a I' exception de la géstion
des déchets et des mesures a caractére géneral, ainsi que la géstion des
ressources hydrauliques”.

c) Soil protection and droughts {op.cit.).

d) Global and regional énvironmental problems: T.16, art.130R: “La Communauté
compte ...du développement économique et social de la Communauté dans
son ensemble et du développement equilibre de ses regions “.

3) The regional development is to be promoted in the following ways:

a) Equilibrium in the regional development: T.17 , art.130U: “La politique de la
Communauté ... favorise : le développement économique et social durable des
pays en developpement et plus particulierement des plus favorisés d' entre eux;

I' insertion h4nPHABIBAIONKNRFeeeNETOSesT Uik eephori@igeibdb&nent dans I



fole; 30 NANEAAHNIO TEQINPADIKC ZYNEAPIO 1993

économie mondiale; la lutte contre la pauvreté dans les pays en développement”.

b) Establishment of the Committee of Regions to sort out the regional problems:
T.4 art.198A : “ Il est institue un Comité a caractére consultatif compose de
représentants des collectivités régionales et locales, ci-apres denomme : "Comité
des Reégions™".

c) Elimination of fiscal and juridicial obstacles standing in the way for technological
cooperation.: “ ...a permettre aux entreprises d’ éxploiter pleinement les potentialités
du marche interieur a la faveur, notamment, de |' ouverture des marche publics
nationaux, de la définition de normes communes et de I' élimination des obstacles
juridiques et fiscaux a cette cooperation”.

d) Interconnection of regions through transeuropean networks: T.12, art. 129B: “En
vue de contribue a la realisation des objectifs vises aux articles 7A et 130A et de
permettre aux citoyens de [|' Union, aux operateurs économiques, ainsi qu' aux
collectivités locales et regionales, de benefier plainement des avantages decoulant
de la mise en place d' un éspace sans frontieres interieures, la Communauté contribue
a |' établissement et au développement de réseaux transeuroppéens dans les
secteurs des infrastructures, du transport, des téléecommunications et de |I' énergie”.

4) Conclusion

It is wished that the geographical concerns expressed in the Treaty will eventually in
sorting out several of the E.E.C.'s social, economical, rural, etc. problems
satisfactorilly succeed. What is very important is the fact that this Treaty is the first
international political Treaty to have dedicated so much interest in environmental and
other geographic concerns, whether successful or not, whether acceptable or not .
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