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nEPIAHIlIH 

H Luv9r']Kll TOU MooarptXT aVO<pCPETOI OE OPIO~CVO 8t~OTO nou CXouv liSl01TEPO 
EVOlo<pCpOV Yla TllV EnIOTr']I-I11 TT]e: rCWYPQqlioe:. onwe: '1 npoOTOO[O TOU nEpl(36MoVTOe: 
Kat '1 ovo(3681-110ll T'1e: nOlOTllT6e: TOU, '1 0111-110UPyio iSlE.UpWnOIKWv iSlImJwv EVEPYE(Oe: 
Kat IJETQ<pOpWV, 11 ov6mu~1'l TWV IJEIOVCKTOUVTWV m:pIOXWV T'1e: KOlVOTllTOe:. '1 KOTO
ypaqHl TWV qlUOIKWV <5t08EotI-lWV Kat 11 xwpOTof,io. 

H Epyooio OLJTTl OVO!ptpETOI mo OVCM.oyO ap{3po Tlle: ruvS!'jKlle:, 1-I0~f I-IE ~.Ila ova
<popa o'1l-1ooio TOUe: Yla TTlV rEwYPo<pio. 

ABSTRACT 

Various aspects of the Maastricht Treaty highlight several issues of geographical 
interest preservation of the environment and upgrading of its quality. establishment of 
transeuropean networks in energy and transport. development of the less- favoured 
areas. assessment of natural resources and regional planning. The relevant articles 
of theTreaty are referred to, along with a short critical examination of their 
geographical importance. 

1.lntroduction_ 
The literature concerning each country's position within the Treaty's definitions 

is quite extensive; particularly in the fields 01 the economic and political 
integration. Despite the endless debates on the subject, the environmental and 
regional aspects of the Treaty could by far be considered as adequately 
analysed (in fact. one has the feeling that they are almost neglected). 

2. The end of the E.E.C.
 
Three main fields concentrat the geographical interest predominantly:
 
a} environment, b) regional development, c) sociocultural issues. However, these
 

aspects might look secondary in view 01 the prospective modification of lhe 
name of the European Economic Community established after the Treaty of 
Rome. By virtue of the Maaslrichl Treaty (title 2). the term "E.E.C" should be 
replaced by the term "European Community" ( E.C.) henceforth (titre 2): "Dispositions 
portant modification du Tralte. Instituant la Communaute Economique Europeenne 
en vue d' etabtir la Communaute Europeenne" and (titre 2. art. G): MOans lout le Ψηφιακή Βιβλιοθήκη Θεόφραστος - Τμήμα Γεωλογίας. Α.Π.Θ.
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Traite, les termes Communaute Economique Europeenne sont remplaces par les 
termes Communaute Europeenne". Therefore, a major reconsideration is the 
ommission of the middle "E", representing the creation of a single geographical 
space regardless of its concommitant economical functions. 

3. Geography and the Maastricht Treaty, 
A strong regional view is expressed within the Treaty that is very likely to 

influence all aspects of private and public activities in the future. The regionalisation of 
the European member states constitutes a means and an aim itself: a means a 
balanced regional development and anaim tha would facilitate other socioeconomic 
objectives to be carried out. 

1) Sociocultural issues: The Treaty's intentions are expressed in the problems 
related 10 the regional and national diversities in cultural issues as well as in 
respect to the less-favored and (or) rural areas.: Titre g, al1.128: .. La Comunaute 
contribue a I' epannouissement des cultures des Etats membres dans le respect de 
leur diversite nationale et regionale, tout en met1ant en evidence I' heritage culture I 
commun", Titre 14, art 130A: "La Communaute vise a reduire I' ecart entre les niveaux 
de developpement des diverses regions et le retard des regions les moins 
favorises y compris les zones rurales". 

2) The Treaty expresses a strong concern about environmental issues, namely the 
following: 

a)	 Environmental preservation: T.16, ar!.130R: "La politique de la Communaute 
dans le domaine de l' environnement contribue a la poursuite des objectifs 
suivants: la preservation, la protection el I' amelioration de la qualile de I' 
environnement, I' utilization prudente et rationelle des ressources naturelles, la 
promotion, sur le plan international, de mesures destinees a faire face aux 
problemes regionaux ou planetaires de I' environnement". 

b)	 Water management: T.16, arI.130S:" ... Ies mesures concern ant I' 
amenagement du territoire, I' affectation des sols, a I' exception de la gestion 
des dechets et des mesures a caractere general, ainsi que (a gestion des 
ressources hydrauliques". 

c) Soil protection and droughts (op.ci!.). 
d)	 Global and regional environmental problems: T.16, ar!.130R: "La Communaute 

compte ...du developpement economique et social de la Communaute dans 
son ensemble et du developpement equilibre de ses regions ". 

3) The regional development is to be promoted in the following ways: 
a) Equilibrium in the regional development: T.17 ,art.130U: "La politique de la 

Communaute ... favorise le developpement economique et social durable des 
pays en developpement et plus particulierement des plus favorises d' entre eux; 
I' insertion harmonieuse et progressive des pays en developpement dans I' Ψηφιακή Βιβλιοθήκη Θεόφραστος - Τμήμα Γεωλογίας. Α.Π.Θ.
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economie mandiale: la ruUe contre la pauvrete dans les pays en developpemenl". 
b) Establishment of the Committee of Regions to sort out the regional problems: 

T.4 ,art.198A : "11 est instilue un Comile a caractere consultatif compose de 
representants des collectivites n§gionales et locales, ci-apres denomme: "Comite 
des Regions"". 

c) Elimination of fiscal and juridicial obstacles standing in the way for technological 
cooperation.: ~ ...8 permettre aux entreprises d' exploiter pleinement les potentialites 
du marche interieur a la faveur, oolemment, de l' Quverture des marche publics 
nationaux, de la definition de normes communes et de I' elimination des obstacles 
juridiques et fiscaux a cette cooperalion~. 

d) Interconnection of regions through transeuropean networks: T.12, art. 129B: "En 
vue de contribue a la realisation des objectifs vises aux articles 7A et 130A et de 
perme«re aux citoyens de I' Union, aux operateurs economiques, ainsi qu' aux 
cOllectivites locales et regionales, de benefier plainement des avantages decoulant 
de la mise en place d' un espace sans frontieres interieures, la Communaute contribue 
a I' etablissement et au developpemenl de reseaux transeuroppeens dans les 
secteurs des infrastructures, du transport, des telecommunications et de l' energie~. 

4) Conclusion 
It is wished that the geographical concerns expressed in the Treaty will eventually in 

sorting out several of the E.E.C.'s social, economical, rural. etc. problems 
satisfactorilly succeed. What is very important is the fact that this Treaty is the first 
international political Treaty to have dedicated so much interest in environmental and 
other geographic concerns, whether successful or not, whether acceptable or not. 
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