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composed of allochthonous angular Roan blocks interpreted as mass-wasting debris 
redeposited into the basin by high-volume sediment-gravity flows. The breccia bodies 
document unroofing of the source area in that the older one contains dolomite clasts derived 
from the upper Roan strata, and the younger breccia consists of quartzite fragments sourced 
from the lower Roan.  

Synorogenic olistostromes in the Fungurume Group deposited in the foreland basin of 
the Lufilian Belt and derived from the Katangan nappes thrust northwards are composed of 
nappe-derived olistoliths and olistoplaques up to several kilometres in size embedded in 
debris-flow conglomerates. They represent all units older than the Fungurume Group. 
Olistostrome at Kambove overlies a turbidite sequence, distally grades to a conglomerate 
complex and includes olistoliths of red-bed strata, which in the Katanga Supergroup occur in 
the foreland region. This is interpreted as recycling of the foreland sediments involved in a 
successive orogenic phase due to advancement of the orogenic front from the south and 
migration of the foreland depocentre during a punctuated orogenesis. 
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The coal bearing deposits in the Turija opencast mine near Banovići yielded a small-

mammal assemblage. The general composition of the assemblage is very similar to the ones 
from the Early Miocene of Anatolia. This similarity is more marked on the subfamily and 
genus level than on the species level. The Muridae are dominating the assemblage in diversity 
(with five species of four genera) as well as in number of specimens (80%). The Gliridae are 
with three species of two genera the second group (18%) and the Sciuridae with two genera 
and two species are rare (2%).  

The Muridae are represented by species of Deperetomys, Mirrabella and Eumyarion, 
and a new genus and species of a spalacid, the Gliridae by two species of Bransatoglis and a 
species of Microdyromys and the Sciuridae by Palaeosciurus and “Ratufa” obtusidens.  

The biostratigraphical correlation of the rodent assemblage from Turija depends 
necessarily on comparison with faunas from central Europe and Anatolia, because our 
knowledge of the local succession is very limited. Moreover, the Oligo/Miocene rodent fauna 
from the east coast of the Paratethys appears to be very different from that on the west coast. 
The absence of Eomyidae hampers a straightforward correlation with the European sequence, 
but six out of the ten species recognized in Turija are known from Europe and/or Anatolia 
also. The stratigraphical ranges of the species relative to the European MP/MN scheme and 
the preliminary Anatolian zonation shows convincingly that the best fit of the assemblage 
from Turija is with MN1 in Europe and zone B in Anatolia. In combination with 
magnetostratigraphical measurements the age estimate of this rodent assemblage is between 
23.8 and 23.5 Ma. 
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